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Dear Beacon Academy Community,

Good day! We just came back from a four-day weekend mandated by the government to
promote local tourism. Hopefully, beyond that, the unexpected long break gave us a chance
to reflect on the significance of these holidays

The long weekend was due to two holidays: one commemorating an event from 128 years
ago and the other from 41 years ago. Both events were catalysts for two separate
revolutions in our nation’s history. The first was to break free from a colonial power that
lasted for 333 years, while the second was a revolution to end a 20-year dictatorship.

One hundred twenty years ago, Andres Bonifacio had to think and act quickly because the
Spaniards had discovered the Katipunan. The Revolution, which aimed to free his people,
was in danger of being nipped in the bud. It was the resolve of his compatriots at the time
that pushed the Revolution forward with the cry, “Long Live the Philippines!” These men
and women are the heroes we honor on National Heroes Day.

Forty-one years ago, Ninoy Aquino stepped off the plane that brought him back from exile.
The people who opposed the Marcos dictatorship awaited direction and inspiration from
Ninoy, only to be tragically disappointed by news of his murder on the tarmac of what is now
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport. These same people, along with millions of other
Filipinos, would rise and exile Ferdinand Marcos Sr. Ninoy is the person we honor every
year on August 21.

While the law requires us to remember, the holidays encourage and allow us to rest and
reflect. However, it is up to us to make these days meaningful. Beacon Academy, in its
vision, calls us to be “of consequence to the country.” It is our hope that understanding the
significance of these two holidays will help us determine how we can contribute to our
nation.

Last weekend was a good one for me. It gave me time to attend a party, organize my sock
drawer, and explore Manila with my family. Writing this letter reminded me of National
Heroes Day and Ninoy Aquino Day because a newsletter should focus on important
matters for young minds to consider. Next year, I promise myself to reflect on Andres
Bonifacio and Ninoy Aquino to ask how I have mattered to the country and what more I can
do. I invite my fellow Griffins to do the same. Long live the Philippines!

Vic Villanueva
Deputy Head of School
The Beacon Academy 



Monday, September 2  College Visit: Savannah College of Arts & Design (SCAD)

Tuesday, September 3  College Visit: University of Queensland & University of Sto. Tomas (UST)

Wednesday, September 4 
 College Visit: University of British Columbia (UBC)
 Filipino Month: Salu-Salo & Showcase

Friday, September 6  Filipino Month: Quiz Bowl & Palaro

Monday, September 9 
 College Visit: Singapore Institute of Management
 College Visit: Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

Tuesday, September 10  College Visit: Temple University, Japan 

Wednesday, September 11  Early Release: Faculty Professional Development
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BA STUDENT BATCH  REPRESENTATIVES FOR AY 2024-2025 
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IMPORTANT DATES  

We're happy to announce our Student Batch Representatives for this school year. Student Batch Representatives liaise closely
with the Beacon Academy Student Council throughout the year and are an integral part of our community. Congratulations,
Griffins! 



AUTHOR VISIT: CANDY GOURLAY  
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Last Thursday, August 29, the Beacon Academy campus was honored to host Filipino-British author Candy Gourlay. During a
talk moderated by the Academy’s teacher librarian, Ms. Zarah Gagatiga, Ms. Gourlay discussed her personal journey through
the world of publishing and the inspiration behind many of her award-winning books. A book signing followed the talk.

 
Candy Gourlay is a Filipino author known for her contributions to children’s and young adult literature. She has garnered
recognition for her engaging storytelling and has made a significant impact in the literary world, particularly in the realm of
children’s books. Her notable works include:

"Tall Story": Perhaps her most famous book, it tells the story of a teenage girl and her giant brother, blending fantasy with
themes of family and identity.
"Shine": Another well-regarded novel that explores themes of self-discovery and personal growth.

Candy Gourlay’s writing often addresses themes relevant to young readers, such as identity, family, and cultural heritage. Her
work has been praised for its originality and its ability to engage young audiences through relatable characters and compelling
narratives.

ATHLETIC SCHEDULE   
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CLUB FAIR 2024-2025 

 
The annual Club Fair, organized by BASC, was held on August 29th at the Auditorium. The fair showcased 13 student-led
clubs that cater to a variety of interests, ranging from cooking and arts to engineering and investing.

“We aim to have as many students join as possible, regardless of their grade, to create inter-level friendships and exercise
each student's individual skill sets and passions.” – Chloe O. and Luccia T. (BASC Club Liaisons)

The Club Fair is an opportunity for students to learn about and join one or several clubs that will be part of their after-school life
for the school year. The deadline for club sign-ups is noon on September 2, which is also the official start date for after-school
club activities.
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